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Support of Pharmacy Technicians Immunizing Patients. 
 
On behalf of the CPhA Special Interest Group the Pharmacy Technicians. I will like to propose that the 
Association support the education and training for Pharmacy Technicians to administer immunizations to our 
patients. The proposal is to help support our Pharmacist partners and communities when an effective and 
safe vaccine for COVID-19 is available for public distribution and dissemination. 

Motion: The California Pharmacists Association (supports/opposes/recommends): 

  The California Pharmacists Association supports the education and training of Pharmacy Technicians to 
enable them to administer safe and effective vaccines to patients in the community pharmacy practice setting. 

Background: (“Here’s Why” – the more information you provide, the better their ability to understand 
your intentions): 

  

During the unfolding events of the current pandemic situation, the role of both the Pharmacist and Pharmacy 
Technicians in our state have changed at a very fast pace in order to accommodate the needs of public 
safety with medication management in all aspects of pharmacy practice settings. One question in particular 
pertaining to an upcoming COVID-19 vaccine is, how are we as pharmacy professionals going to mitigate 
vaccine administration and distribution when the masses come to community pharmacies for help? 
 
In recent years, the state of Idaho has enacted and fostered education and training for Pharmacy Technicians 
to immunize patients at community pharmacies. In the state of California, Medical Assistants, without any 
certification, licensure oversight or registration, can administer immunizations to patients in the clinic or 
medical office setting but, with proper education and training which consists of about 10 to 12 hours of 
practical training. 
 
The potential number of Californians, which is about 39.51million of us, may want to invest in as many 
accessible and available pharmacy providers as the safe and trusted administrators of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
Pharmacy Technicians can help with supporting the person power required to administer an immunization our 
community members. 
 
During the past 3 years, the state board of pharmacy, CPhA and CSHP were working on the collaboration of 
an Advance Pharmacy Technician licensure program. One of the tasks under this licensure category was 
going to enable qualified and competent Pharmacy Technician candidates to administer vaccines to patients. 
However, the need for this program has been shelved due to various factors being deliberated by the many 
involved stakeholders. 
 
I look forward to the careful and thoughtful debate and discussion about this proposal within our house! 

 

 


