
	

	

 

 
To:  The Honorable Jim Wood, Chair of the Assembly Health Committee 
From: Coalition to Protect Access to Care 
Date: January 16, 2018 
 
Re:  SB 562 Oppose 
 
We are writing as the Coalition to Protect Access to Care, comprised of over 100,000 California 
physicians, dentists, nurse practitioners, community clinics and pharmacists. Collectively, our 
providers treat millions of California’s patients and represent the health care workforce and 
safety net. 
 
We are disturbed that the current federal and state health care debate is disconnected from 
practical realities that providers experience in communities throughout California.  
 
We oppose efforts in Washington to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA), which 
would strip health insurance from millions of Californians. We also oppose SB 562 which would 
dismantle the health care marketplace and destabilize California’s economy. 
 
Instead, we believe reforming and building upon the success of the ACA represents the best 
path forward to ensure and increase access to quality health care in California. 
 
California is proof that the ACA can work. Since implementation, California has extended health 
coverage to nearly five million previously uninsured people. Our state has seen the nation’s 
largest drop in the uninsured rate. Nearly 60 percent of Californians view the ACA favorably, 
according to the Public Policy Institute of California – and only 18 percent want the law 
repealed. 
 
With so much uncertainty in our nation’s politics, now is not the time to walk away from the ACA 
in favor of establishing a new and undefined health care system that would wreak havoc on our 
patients’ health and the Golden State’s economy.  
 
SB 562 would eliminate Medi-Cal, Medicare, all private insurance and the Covered California 
exchange in favor of a singular health care insurance product provided by the state, without 
offering any way to pay for it and threatening the health care marketplace for millions of 
Californians. The measure is based on many erroneous assumptions about how California can 
use health care funds provided by the federal government and ignores the fact that the state 
does not have the same powers as the federal government to effectuate a single-payer system.  
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Additionally, California’s Legislative Analyst found that the single payer proposal could “require 
new state tax revenues in the low hundreds of billions of dollars, and “could result in a lower 
minimum funding requirement for schools and community colleges” under Proposition 98. SB 
562 would pit health care groups against public education advocates in an annual battle for 
state budget dollars forcing Californians to choose between quality education and quality health 
care  -- an unfair, irresponsible and unnecessary request.   
 
California deserves a stable health care market that provides access to quality care and 
affordable coverage for all. Our current system faces many threats and our focus should be on 
protecting and enhancing our system rather than tearing it down. The Coalition believes in the 
following principles: 
 

• Aggressively protect and expand access to health care by building upon the successes 
of the Affordable Care Act. 

• Work to expand access to care to the remaining 2-3 million Californians who are still 
without coverage. 

• Oppose efforts to repeal or undermine the Affordable Care Act. 
• Oppose Senate Bill 562 or any other health care proposal that destabilizes California’s 

health care system by calling for unrealistic revenue increases that could destabilize our 
state budget.  

• Commit to improving and expanding care for all Californians through an approach that 
builds upon California’s existing health care delivery system. 

 
These are precarious times, and we urge the Legislature, Governor Jerry Brown and political 
candidates to support pragmatic solutions the State can actually implement – that benefit 
patients instead of scoring political points. 
 
As health care providers, our members are committed to an approach that enhances 
California’s existing health care delivery system. There is a path to achieving this and we 
commit to work with legislators, stakeholders and policy makers in the coming months to 
provide a realistic proposal to improve the health of Californians. We must expand access to 
care, and we need to continue working to ensure that coverage provides meaningful access to 
care.  
 
We are committed to our continued work with stakeholders and policymakers, and we thank you 
for your attention to this critical issue. 
 
CC:  Members, Assembly Health Committee 

Members, Assembly Select Committee on Health Care Delivery        
  Systems and Universal Coverage 
 Sec. Diana Dooley, Health and Human Services Agency 
 
 

 


